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Das deutsche Unterrichtswesen der Gegenwart. By Karl Knabe. (Aus 
Natur und Geisteswelt.) Leipzig: Teubner, 1910. Pp. ii+108. M. 1.25. 
This is without doubt the best short treatment of modern education in 
Germany. The book does not deal alone with the public and secondary schools 
and the universities but considers also the vocation, trade, and agricultural 
schools. Numerous tables show the courses of study, the number of pupils in 
the classes, and the attendance in the different schools. 

Beginning German. A Series of Lessons with an Abstract of Grammar. By 
H. C. Bierwirth. 2d ed., revised and enlarged. New York: Henry 
Holt & Co., 1909. Pp. 300. $0.90. 
This book does not make any attempt to follow in the footsteps of the 

reformers, but presents the essentials of the German grammar in a simple and 

logical way. The vocabulary chosen is excellent, the abstract of the grammar 

admirable. 

Exercises in German Syntax and Composition for Advanced Students. By 
Marion P. Whitney and Lilian L. Stroebe. New York: Henry Holt 
& Co., 1910. Pp. ix+194. 

This book contains three parts: (1) exercises in German syntax (2) selec- 
tions for translation from English into German (3) suggestions for themes 
based on classical German texts. The first part, which is the most valuable, 
gives passages from some German writers upon which the English exercises 
are based. The exercises are graded and are chosen for the reviewing of dis- 
tinct syntactical rules. The subject-matter of the second part is selected for the 
purpose of giving advanced students the vocabulary necessary for the study of 
literature and literary criticism. The selections are taken mostly from the 
English prefaces of German classics. 

Easy German Stories. By C. E. Ries. Edited by Ernest B. Biermann. 

New York: American Book Co., 1910. Pp. 183. $0.35. 

The book contains eight short fanciful stories, for early and easy reading, 
which have never before been edited for school use and which may be recom- 
mended. Questions and exercises based upon the text have been added. 

Easy German Stories. By Hedwig Levi. Edited with Notes and Vocabu- 
lary by Luise Delp. New York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. Pp. 100. $0.40. 
The stories are easily and well told, and might be used in the seventh and 

eighth grades. The grammatical and syntactical notes are by far too difficult 

for such simple reading. 

Deutsche Gedichte sum Auswendiglernen. Selected by W. P. Chalmers. 

New York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. Pp. 138. $0.40. 

The book is divided into four parts according to the difficulties of the 
poems. These are well selected and arranged, but the value of the volume is 
lessened by the lack of a vocabulary. 

Dornroschen. Ein Marchenspiel in vier Scenen. Von Emma Fischer. Pp. 

3i- $0-25. 
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Das Rothk'dppchen. Spiel in fiinf Scenen. Von Mathilde Reichenbach. 

Pp. 27. $0.25. New York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. 

Neither vocabulary nor notes are given with these plays, the intention being 
to treat them as exercises in pronunciation and German conversation. The first 
of the plays is far too difficult for young students. The second is easier and 
better arranged. 

German Prose Composition, By Carl W. F. Osthaus and Ernest H. 
Biermann. New York: American Book Co., 1909. Pp. 191. $0.65. 

This volume is intended for the second and third years in college and the 
third and fourth years in secondary schools. It consists of three parts, an 
elementary, an intermediate, and an advanced, and a brief digest of syntax. A 
portion of the exercises in the elementary part contain three sections — a German 
section, a set of questions in German, and an English paraphrase of the preceding 
German section for translation. The other parts contain only English. After 
about twenty pages dealing with anecdotes, the book takes up continuous narra- 
tive. The principal subjects included are Balder's death, the legend of St. 
Christopher, the legend of Gudrun, Robinson Crusoe, some German poets, and 
the German universities. It is to be regretted that the authors did not pursue 
throughout the method which they employed on the first twenty-six pages. If 
they had the book might have been of considerable value. As it is it may be of 
use to those who believe in translation from difficult English into German, which 
to my mind is an exercise only to be demanded of those who have mastered the 
language. 

Hans E. Gronow 

The University of Chicago 



The Industrial History of the United States. By Katharine Coman. 

New York: Macmillan, 1910. Pp. xvii+461. $1.50 net. 

This edition consists of xvii+461 pages as compared with xiii+343+xxiv 
in the previous edition. The additional space is taken up in the first place by 
the use of a more desirable type, but for the most part it is devoted to new 
material. The most important additions are a final chapter on conservation, 
taking 38 pages, and a chapter on territorial expansion and the revenue tariffs, 
containing a new arrangement of old material and new discussions on such 
questions as speculation, internal improvements, annexation, etc. Aside from 
these additions, the text of the book stands practically as before, although there 
have been a few insertions of paragraphs and some slight change in phraseology. 
Another feature in the new edition is that the illustrations, although somewhat 
fewer, are better selected. A great many of a purely picturesque character have 
been dropped, and their place is taken by those of more serious interest. The 
maps have been thoroughly gone over and a great deal of material added to them. 
On the whole, one can give the name revision to this edition, and it seems 
to be a decided improvement on the first. It is indeed an admirable piece of 
work, and alone in its field. 

Carl Russell Fish 

The University of Wisconsin 



